
 

Tips for Safety in Nightclubs and other Public Places 

• Individuals should try to locate all exits upon entering the building 
and plan for at least two ways out. In an emergency, most people will 
try to leave by the same route they entered.  This can result in a real 
problem if the fire or emergency is in that direction.   

• Look for lighted exit signs.  Exit signs should be arranged so that an 
individual can see them immediately and follow to the exit.   

• If you discover a fire or hear a fire alarm sounding, do not panic, and 
evacuate the building immediately.  Leave by the closest exit. 

• Pull the closest fire alarm, if available, and call 911 from a safe 
location. 

• Inquire about an establishment’s occupancy limit. At times, it may 
seem that a space is overcrowded when in fact it may not be, but it is 
good to inquire.  Remember that in any occupancy, the larger the 
occupant load, the longer it will take to evacuate in an emergency 
even when not overcrowded.   

• Do not hesitate to check if exits are blocked, locked, or otherwise 
obstructed.  Please note that aisles can also become blocked. 

• Crawl under the smoke, staying as close to the ground as possible. 
Heat and smoke rise, so cleaner air will be near the floor. 

• In a multi-story building or building with basement, never use an 
elevator, which can stop operating in a fire and may entrap its 
occupants, or stop and open on the fire floor.  Always use a stairway 
instead.   

• The general public should never attempt to fight a fire, no matter how 
small it appears to be, leave that to the professionals. 

 
For additional fire safety tips or for more information go to 
www.dhcd.virginia.gov or call the Virginia State Fire Marshal at 
(804) 371-7170. 

http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/

